ENG 1001-006: Rhetoric and Composition by Allison, John
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Fall 1997 1997
Fall 8-15-1997
ENG 1001-006: Rhetoric and Composition
John Allison
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1997
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 1997 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 1997 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Allison, John, "ENG 1001-006: Rhetoric and Composition" (1997). Fall 1997. 8.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall1997/8
Instructor: 
Office: 
Phones: 
Email: 
Office Hours: 
lOOlC: Rhetoric and Composition 
Fall 1997 
John Allison 
3 16F Coleman Hall 
581-6978 (office), 348-0269 (home) 
cfjba@eiu.edu 
M: 1:30-3:30, 5:00-6:00; T: 10:00-12:00; W: 1:30-3:30 
/ 66 ( - (p 
Purpose: Rhetoric and Composition focuses on writing expository and argumentative 
essays - essays aimed at explaining your ideas and convincing your readers. As you write 
a range of essays, you will practice effective principles of organization, coherence, 
development, style, and diction, and correctness. In addition, you will gain experience 
researching and marshaling evidence from print and electronic sources, as well as 
composing with word processing. Your successful completion of the course will help you 
to convey your ideas clearly and convincingly, whatever your major field or future career. 
Grading: Rhetoric and Composition is a core course in which you will earn an A, B, C, 
or an NC (no credit}. Like other instructors within the English Department, I base my 
evaluation of your essays on content (appropriateness to assignment, depth of thought), 
coherence, develoQment (reasoning, evidence), style, diction, and correctness (grammar, 
mechanics). It is possible to fail an assignment because of radical deficiencies in one or 
more of these areas for evaluation. I will also evaluate your performance as a participant 
in peer reviews, which are an essential aspect of the class. As a peer reviewer, you will 
apply principles of writing as you respond to other students' writing and to other students' 
reactions to your writing. I will evaluate your peer reviewing based on your presence, 
preparedness, attentiveness, and contribution as a reviewer. Here is a specific breakdown 
of the components that will contribute to your final grade: 
-three essays, one revision (600-700 words each): 40% 
-research essay (at least 8 pages, not including 
notes, works cited, etc.): 30% 
-peer reviews: 20% 
-daily assignments: 10% 
In he case of essays, including the research essay, I will use a simple percentage system to 
clarify grades: 90% to 100% is in "A" range, 80-89% is in ''B" range, and so on - with 
pluses and minuses determined by more precise variations within each range (e.g., 84% = 
''B-," 88% = ''B+"). For peer reviews and daily assignments, I will grade on a high pass 
(100%), pass (80%), low pass (70%), fail (0% for non-performance, 59% for non-passing 
performance). You must achieve an overall average within "C" range to pass the course. 
Revision: All of your work will progress through a number of drafts as you re-think your 
essays and respond to peer reviews. But you may also revise one of your first three essays 
for a new grade. 
Late Work: You are allowed to hand in one of the first three essays late, as much as two 
class sessions. Unless you have an excused absence, you must tum in other 600-700 word 
essays on time to avoid a 10% penalty per day. The research essay cannot be turned in 
late, and I will not accept late daily assignments. 
Excused Absences: If you have an excuse that I can confirm with the Health Service, a 
doctor, or an EIU faculty member or administrator, then you can arrange to make up 
work you may have missed or, in the case of daily assignments, have the work excused. 
To avoid even the appearance of favoritism, I will not vary from this policy. 
Policy on Plagiarism: The most serious academic offense, plagiarism is intellectual theft 
and fraud. A record of plagiarism can cause a lasting blight on one's academic and 
professional career. I follow the English Department's policy: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism - ''The appropriation or imitation 
of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of 
them as one's original work" (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language) - has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student 
and appropriate penalty, up to immediate assignments ofF for the assigned essay 
and a grade of NC for the course~ and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs 
Office. 
Office Visits: I welcome you to visit with me at my office when you want to talk about 
your assignments, your writing, or your grades. If we cannot schedule a meeting during 
my regular hours, we will try to arrange a time of mutual convenience. 
Information for Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and 
wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the office of 
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Final Examination: Rejoice! There is none for this course! 
lOOlC: SCHEDULE 
Not every daily assignment is noted here since some of them must necessarily 
depend on specific needs of the class. Too, we will sometimes get a little ahead or a 
little behind. The best way to know exactly what's coming up is to attend class 
regularly. 
Class days in CH 340 are designated by an asterisk(*). Bring necessary diskettes 
and English Online to every meeting in CH 340. Class days in CH 302 are marked 
with a hyphen(-). 
1. Week of August 25 
*Introduction to the Course - and to the Computer; Paragraph Assignment 
*Bring IBM Formatted, 3 .5'', high-density Diskette 
-Rhetoric (83-111); Paragraph Assignment from Rhetoric (115) 
2. Week of September 1 
-Labor Day: No Classes 
-Getting Into Peer Groups; Reviewing Paragraphs 
*Editing Paragraphs Using WORD 
3. Week of September 8 
*Handout on "Killer Errors"; Fixing Sentences Using WORD 
-Rhetoric (118-20, 132-36); Introduction to Definition Essay; Exercise 
Assignment: Writing Class Definitions 
-Reader: "Culture" ( 433-34) and "Being a Man" (219-22); Topics for 
Definition 
4. Week of September 15 
*Drafting a Definition Essay with WORD 
*Drafting a Definition Essay with WORD 
-Peer Review of Definition Drafts 
5. Week of September 22 
-Additional Peer Review of Definition Drafts (if necessary); Rhetoric 
( 153-55): Introduction to Classification Essay 
*Looking at Web Sites and Classifying Them; Definition Essays Due 
*Looking at More Web Sites; Using a Classification Chart 
6. Week of September 29 
-Reader: "How We Listen" (1133-38); Discussion 
-Peer Review of Classification Charts and Introductory Paragraphs 
*Drafting a Classification Essay with WORD 
7. Week of October 6 
*Drafting a Classification Essay with Word 
-Peer Review of Classification Essay; Exercise Assignment from Harbrace 
-Harbrace: "Variety" (279-90) 
8. Week of October 13 
*Revising Classification Essay for Variety 
*Revising Classification Essay for Diction and Voice 
-Rhetoric (601-605): Introduction to Comparison/Contrast Essay; 
Reader: "The Spider and the Wasp (601-605); Study Questions for Reading 
9. Week of October 20 
-Reader: ''The Case for Animal Rights" and ''The Case for the Use of Animals 
in Biomedical Research" ( 680-701) 
*Classification Essays Due; Locating Web Sources for Comparison/Contrast 
Essays 
*Locating and Sharing Web Sources for Comparison/Contrast Essays 
10. Week of October 27 
-Harbrace (391-415): "Writing from Research" 
-Rhetoric (148-52): Introduction to Cause/Effect Analysis 
*Drafting Comparison/Contrast Essays 
11. Week ofNovember 3 
*Drafting and Editing Comparison/Contrast Essays; Proposal for Research 
Essay Due 
-Peer Review of Comparison/Contrast Essays 
-Documentation Exercise 
12. Week ofNovember 10 
*Research via Net 
*Research via Net 
-Research at Booth Library 
13. Week of November 17 
-Research at Booth Library~ Comparison/Contrast Essay Due 
*Preparing Notes: Summary, Paraphrase, Quotation 
*Preparing Notes: Summary, Paraphrase, Quotation 
14. Week ofNovember 24: Thanksgiving Recess 
l5. Week of December 1 
-Conferences 
-Conferences 
*Computer Drafting OVER 
16. WeekofDecember 8 
*Computer Drafting and/or Reviewing 
-Peer Review of Research Drafts 
- Research Essay Due In Class; Student Evaluation of Instruction 
